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Providing Ecosystem Science and Information
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Rhody Native mission: To support Rhode Island's
native plant communities, wildlife, and pollinators by
facilitating local nursery production of genetically

diverse, localhysourced native plants.
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RI NLAOs Rol e:
Facilitate Communication with the RI Nursery Industry

For Plant Propagation, Distribution, and Sales
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Works with Volunteers from the

URI Master Gardener Association and
Rhode Island Wild Plant Society

Seed Collection
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Seed Cleaning and Plant Care



Our Efforts are supported
by RIWPS Events

Rl Flower and Garden Show
Native Plant Conference
Seed Starters East and West
Annual Plant Sale




Legal and
Sustainable Collection

Genetically Diverse

20% of population
at time of harvest

>50 individuals
Span of time

Several populations




Context:

Native Plants are
largely sourced

from out of state and
outside of Southern
New England

Southern New England Coastal Plains

Traditional horticultural

practices produce Value of local ecotypes
plants for aesthetic

reasons Need for genetic diversity




Goals:Make Avallable Plants that are Adapted
to LocalClimateand Environmental Conditions
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Reduce the Importation of Invasive Species

Mile-a-minute vine
(Persicaria perfoliata)
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Increase Native
Plant Diversity
For Pollinator Species




Photo Credit: Richard Bravo

Marilyn Jordan, TNC
nBug Splat I ndicator of Bi odi



Oaks (Quercus spp.)
13 native (3 hybrids)
2 nhon-native

Acorns feed more than
100 birds and mammals
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N96% of all terres
young on insects.

90% of all plant-eating insects

require native plants to

: Bringing Nature Home,
Compl et e t heir Doug Tallamy. 2007. [N€ N

Timber Press.
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Harry Chase of Chase Farms in
Portsmouth has a
sophisticated system for
propagating perennials. Plants
along the right side of the
greenhouse are all Native ¢
Rhody. Harry is assisted by
intern Kelly Ainsworth, who is
also a master gardener at URI,
and beekeeper Jeff Mello.

Working with Local Growers
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RHODYNATIVE PLANTS
"THEY WERE HERE FIRST

Avallable at
Garden Centers in 2012

12 in Rhode Island
3 In Massachusetts




Developing
Brand Recognition
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SEASIDE GOLDENROD
(SOLIDAGO SEMPERVIRENS)

MEADOWSWEET
(SPIRAEA ALBA)

JOE PYE WEED
(EUPATORIUM PURPUREUM)

LOCALLY SOURCED, LOCALLY GROWN

ALL RHODY NATIVE PLANTS ARE SUSTAINABLY SOURCED FROM RHODE ISLAND NATIVE PLANTS, AND GROWN IN LOCAL

NURSERIES. EACH PLANT IS ACCUSTOMED TO RHODE ISLAND'S CLIMATE AND SOIL CONDITIONS AND REQUIRES LESS
FERTILIZER AND WATER THAN MOST NON-NATIVE PLANTS. RHODY NATIVE PLANTS ARE SYNCHRONIZED WITH THE LIFE
CYCLES OF LOCAL WILDLIFE. THEY PROVIDE FOOD AND HABITAT FOR BIRDS, BENEFICIAL INSECTS, POLLINATORS, AND
SMALL MAMMALS.
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A Year In the Life of a Meadow

Early Spring



